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WATERBURY — Hundreds of Crosby 
High School seniors walked across the 
stage and into hopefully bright futures 
during an energetic ceremony Friday 
night. 
 
A vibrant audience packed the bleachers 
of Crosby's football field, hollering, ringing 
bells and, on occasion, blasting air horns 
in celebration of the class's achievement. 
 
The valedictorian of the class, Joel 
Pimentel-Alves, is headed to Tufts 
University, while the salutatorian, Imani 
Booker-Youngs, is staying in state and 
will attend the University of Connecticut. 
 
Proud parents were lucky to have a 
pleasant June evening to watch the class 
of more than 300 students move onto 
new beginnings during the school's 117th 
commencement. 
 
Some students have traveled many hundreds of miles to cross the stage. 
 
Pimentel-Alves moved to Cape Verde, which is off the coast of Africa, when he was 8, 
then returned to the country two years ago to get a better education. He's planning to 
study biology. 
 
Among other many other honors, Pimentel-Alves was awarded the Julia Ashe Memorial 
Scholarship, which was established in 1990 after Ashe was murdered. 
 
The class, decked out in blue-and-white gowns, was also treated to a musical medley 
by the Crosby Teacher Choir. In an emotional tribute, the class's teachers serenaded 

the seniors with "Lean on Me" and "The Greatest Love of All."  

 
Crosby High School graduate Raje' Heath, right, 

gets a poster of herself from her mother Akieva 

Heath following graduation ceremonies Friday at 

Crosby High School in Waterbury. Jim Shannon 

Republican-American 

 



 
 
Members of the Senior Choir, including Kane Coggins, 
center, sing a number during graduation ceremonies 
Friday at Crosby High School in Waterbury. Jim 
Shannon Republican-American 
 

 
 
Crosby graduate Jocelyne Algarin celebrates after 
receiving her diploma during graduation ceremonies 
Friday at Crosby High School in Waterbury. Jim 
Shannon Republican-American 
 

 
 
Crosby Valedictorian Joel Pimentel-Alves gives his 
address during graduation ceremonies Friday at Crosby 
High School in Waterbury. Jim Shannon Republican-
American 
 

 
 
Hundreds of friends and family filled the stands on 
Friday to observe graduation ceremonies at Crosby High 
School in Waterbury. Jim Shannon Republican-
American 
 

 

Crosby Salutatorian Imani Booker-Youngs, delivers her 
address during graduation ceremonies Friday at Crosby 
High School in Waterbury. Jim Shannon Republican-
American 
 
 



 
Decorating her cap in camouflage, Crosby High School 
graduate Alexandra Tavaras has joined the United 
States Army and will begin basic training at Fort Jackson 
in South Carolina. Jim Shannon Republican-American 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Crosby graduate Brandon Casas does a little dance on 
stage after receiving his diploma during graduation 
ceremonies Friday at Crosby High School in Waterbury. 
Jim Shannon Republican-American 
 
 


